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REVOLUTIONARY STALEMATE 


}," Wm three Successive weeks now Irrance isin the grip Of & reVOLMo OnE 


~ stalemate, Nether the Oracular pronouncement of w Gentrab de 
Gaulle ner the pettyfogeme manoceuyres ot ths Loft purtics: can hoodwitk 
ihe stnkotg youth ofikbe country. The Gacvernment fins sracticall y played 
sell out. It i alternating threats with earrofs and propesme ever new 
SOluUONS AMOS twice A Week ATtCr propcsing university reforms tl Wen 


— 
a 
- 


ihe cerisie eyerticyr ee the Mahonal ASEM nly; Alier concecdn yak derma nus 


of ahe union leaders uo trough that the workers woilld return to Work; 
when this did mot work. a reterendim Was proposed ; now this too has 
neen abandoned if) Tavour ol péneral elextion, Por the first Ume Toa ihe 
Ouullwts are busy oreamzine themselves. white the General bins Ninted “at 
ine passille uso pf the srmed forces. to brink Frince back to, normal 
The country hes an invpressive number of policemen, of special plot poles 
(popularly kt 


million ity the warded forces But the latter js composed miainfy of tore 


own #5 the CK>thugs). al pendames and over a (FUSE 


professional ral onal servicemen who ware untikely lo venture ony sTCrDIsDs 
for the sake of de Gaulle Thus évén if the General seems deer uLnoU 
lo held on lo power, I 18 Dy no means certain that he bus the necessary 
means to iniese Ine wall, 

Inside the Left Establishment the CP seems to be in a predicnient 
at least as preat ais that of the General, [ts official line has not basically 
andergotie ANY change curing all these weeks. The Conynuosts: iro. Manny 
banking on o common platform with the remainder of the Left Establishment 
to establish a “national anion of democratic forces”, to quote a Tavourte 
shruse of the CP leaders, Truc. some. of the Communist leaders have 
called for span organic changes in the process of decision-m: kis at the 
level of the ‘itm or of the nation. But neither the Lett Establishment is 
4 whole nor any Significant part of it, envisages a change in the style OF 
povernment. 


On the other hand. the Left parties. se hopelessly left behind by 
the yeurttul eevolulionanes. Off and on the latter are attacked by the 
CF in # most vicious way, only to be solicited in the. most abi¢et manter 
ihe very next day. The vagaries ol the CP are not just a reflection of 


the vacillatine. leadership; it Is dictated equally by fears of disintogmmmen: 
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For, in the course of the last couple of 
weeks, the rank and hile of the party 
nave bitterly criticized the LOD; Ofc 
or two important Jeaders of the 
CGT have resigned. A mere fissore 
in the party may not be the hest for 
the success of the revolution: «a well- 
knit party with a rejuvenated lea- 
dership could be the single most wel- 
teme development in the coming days 

Kevolunonary students and workers 
have so far made popular spontan- 
qily and imigmation their wrtinstas 
Local reyolutionary or action com- 
Mmifecs have provided an ad 
mimble leadership; some degree of 
colicsion and cooperation 
them has been achieved so thot acti- 
Vities have offen been synchronized 
over the country as a whole. Ult- 
nately, they hope form a Central 
Committee of Revolutionary Action 
sat will exist, a la Soviet model. as 


H Stel Of dual power, 


belween 


The queslion taday is how 
long the stalemate will continue. 
Lhe revolutionaries helbeve ihat time 
is with them; de Gaulle seems for 
ones ‘ta seree with them, if we go by 
the plethora of his proposuls to end 
tic crisis: Will he now in despau 
actually mobilize his troops? Can the 
CP sull sit back in the vacuum ofits 


dogma of péeacefil transition> 


To Match 


The Parts talks about Vietnam bhuve 
mae predictably little progress, Pre- 
giciably, too, the Americans are 
blaming it on the North Victmamese, 
whose only fauit, as far as one can 
to stick to the position 
they clearly stated when the 
to whe talks; All that Hanoi agreed to 
discuss was an unconditional end to 
American bombing and all other acts 
OL war against North Vietnam, The 
Amerncans want this step to be condi- 
lonul upon de-escalation of the 
fighting in South Vietnam or perhaps a 
siowing down of North Vietnamese 
assistance to the South's National 
Liberation Front. If they were deter- 
mined not to end the bombing uncon- 
ditionally, they should not have begun 
ius elaborate exercise in Paris.. By 


No Restraint 


see. has beet 


agreed 


FRONTIER 


sereeing to discuss what. Hanoi had 
specified as the central subject for the 
Pans patleys, they committed them- 
stives lo negotiating an unconditional 
end to the bombing, But now they are 
trying to vo back on this commitment 
on the plea that them “restramt” is 
not being “muotched by restraint in 
Hino” 

What restraint fas the United States 
shown so far? Some areas in North 
Vietnam: have been exenipted from 
ihe acruil assaull, bul this ared-wise 
limitaion has not reduced the jnten- 
Silty OF The DOMDIne (hel has continued 
over much ot the country, Nor has 
Uiere been uny let-up in the atlacks on 
the Vietcong, or for that matter on 
south Vietmim's civil population in 
ihe name of raiding 
cong strongholds. In fact, the area- 
wise Umilation was immediately 
iollowed by @ massive imtensilication 
Of these assaults In both North and 
south Vietnam For Hanoi or the 
NLI to slacken their effort at this 
tage would be only to help the forces 
Ol uuuzression to recover Lrom the 
beating they received during the Tel 
ienmsive and iater The result would 
be a new phase of agaression, perhaps 
even nlore massive and vicious than 
before. The fiftine of the siege of Khe 
sank Was followed by funous Amen 
can attacks. 

Of course, the 


suspected V iet 


Americans, too, use 
THs argument iu siipport of then 
Jemand lor reciprocal 
ws a pre-condition for am end to the 
ponbing of North Vietnam. To-acvept 
tris airginnent would be equate the 
Sirtigele of the Vietnamese people 
With the American-arméd — interven- 
tion in their affairs. Hunoi could have 
legitimately taken the stand that there 
was nothing to discuss with the Ameri 


any cireumstances; it is only 


ce-eseslphon 


cans iW 
bechiuse Ol WS anxiety for early resto- 
ration of peace that it has declared 
iS readiness fo negotidle with the 
Amernguns should they first put an 
end to their acts of ALLTessION ALAMst 
North Vietnam. The demand for ces- 
sition of the bombing is not nego- 
tiable: negotiations can follow after 
this demund has been unconditionally 
met. [here are now hints that Hanoi 
nity change ils attitude over this 






basic demand at Moscow's per 
lt is the Americans thal Mr ® 
should try to persuade to chung 
uttitucde, 
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Lengthening Shad 























Mr Dharma Vira began ha 
dictatorship in West Beng 
than three months ago with® 
Warning 16 hoarders and black Ah eade 
cers that their pranks would nog seuatio 
be tolerated. It seemed he hada went 
waiting for this opportunity f& aryl vy: 
up the racket and his unlimited evilluges 
would be used ruthlessly again mi, “The k 
offenders who have managed ie State, bu 
under party governnients, f Rs, oi 
newspapers conjured up viiaeetal statis 
pot-bellied businessmen in hae enderstes 
being dragged to courts thi it the uve 
strects of Calcutta, as was nipomgaaae aronne 
have happened during Mt am staxyon 
Vira’s bet reign in Chi ureligarih 7 fniltire 
fully, the Secretariat conveyiinaMment | 
Govemors wish to the distnol Bek irarket 
ritics and the manncr in whigiiees act 
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should set abour theif misiit #re 
pompously discussed at a Cong lable or 
Hoarders and blackmarketors prices 
have psuffawed and policemen ff ution 

in their khaki half-sleeves at MOI denied 
ado, for they Kiiew that thely rents! 


survival were unfailing. On = ly 

The problem of biackma y Giryiths 
was solved by the Govier affic 
quickly, Within weeks it discmiiner black 
hat tigre was oo control on af ers: to | 
essential commodities in West fourty pil 
and te trrder could be hanied fo alrestdy 
infringement of the law howe mt i& sai 
Gituat the price charged by TiiEpand 1 
4 lew days there was talk of TRG ano 
ceiling on prices of certain ite the 
cOmmodiies but the sugvestiiiat oo 
Jropped, presumably @ Biitionn) | 
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the Government did not SRR paral pi 
create 4 Dlackmarkel whorg aper sci 
exisicd, Hoarders were lOund Bie and p 


more difficuit to tackle, thous 6 « 
ics scon iivailuble to the Govailiigime: the 
showed that the previous es menue (hy 
loodgrains production io the SUR usurer: 
very much on the high side aliiiibernatori 
Bengal did not uctually have oes shor 
crop. Hoarding was not, there aif fro 
the scale which could call fiiifens nod 

pening | 
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Miearier contemplited by the 
Cevernment. The vigil has nat, how- 
Bit heen yelaxed, and several kilos of 
fee ind wheat are being seized daily 
Wihe elaborate machinery to unearth 
Touro stock of foodgrains and to 
myvent «othe ancillary operation of 
mmggling. 

Possibly to do their bit most of the 
Miwspapers appear to have entered 
Mio 1 COnspiracy Of silence over the 
fan sttiition in the State. The papers 
Wiech went wild over rice prices: last 
pede ad’ wailed over the distress m 
We vilaves are still to wake up to the 
#. The lean months are not yet on 
Mediate, bul rice prices have gone up 
Rs 2» kilo in many areas. Even 
hele) slatistics with their known Nair 
Me understatement in these matters 
mint average price of rice in the 
Suis ground Rs. 2 per kilo. With the 
i katson drawing near and the 
mil Tailure of the Government's pro- 
conveyed piment programme hoarders and 

Miukmarketeers—who are not—have 


istrict. aii 
in which iii@ame active. Supplies to the open 
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Htissiony fe fast drying up. and rice is 
4 conferommmaule Only to those who can: pay 
Keteers i Trt Pnces, Several deaths fram 
‘emen Lith bration have heen reported and 





We denice by the Government which 
Pa ercal stickler for the suitable dis- 

mt ‘between starvation deaths 
mi teaths from malnutrition. But 
ier official quibbling nor news- 
ier tlunkowt can stop the trek from 
Gilipes toy towns in search of food. 
Giliitia puyoments bear out that this 
iileady begun. The Food Depart 
mix nid to be ready with a plan 
il expand the modified rationing SyS- 
mt another seven million people 
mont the total to 2! million, pro- 
ied of course: the Centre supplies the 
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mmably beeielaiiond) fooderain. For the rest of 
nol Wai yim) population there is mot even 


Bimier ucheme. No wonder the Con- 
gest and people of its sort have deve- 
| icrish on the Governor's 
Mime; they want it to be prolonged 
their patrons, the jotedars 
Me Usurers, can wiake hay while the 
fiematorjal sun shines, But the left 
fours should have been able to take 
fi of from their secondary preoceu:- 
Hows and turn their attention to the 
ming food crisis. 
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Sympathy, Whiskey, Aid 


There is a small coterie of civil ser- 
vants,; mostly ‘concentrated in the 
Ministry of Finance in New Delhi, 
who have flourished by virtue of the 
fact that this country begs for aid 
from abroad. Nothing suits these gen- 
tlemen better. Tt allows them free 
tips, on unipteén occasions every 
year, to the capitals of the Western 
world : Washington, London, Pars, 
Bonn, Rome, Tokyo. These trips 
are of course financed by the Indian 
taxpayer. The civil servants hop from 
one jet to the next ,stay m the poshest 
hotels paint vivid, lurid pictures of 
India’s penury, They also suffer from 
the delusions of perverted grandeur: 
they cringe before others not for their 
own sake, but for the sake of the 
nation. So the rest of the countrymen 
must remain ever so grateful to them: 
all therr trotting of the globe's capi- 
tals, all their guzzling of acod food 
abroad, all their downing of expensive 
wiskeys are with the object of accelera- 
ting India’s economic growth. 

So far as these sentlemen are con- 
cerned, it is altogether irrelevant to 
ask whether the injection of U.S- 
sponsored aid in diverse forms over 
the past dozen years has in fact hasten- 
ed the process of growth. That this 
racket of foreign aid has enabled them 
to draw sympathy and to down scotch 
whiskey if a much more important 
issue, Here is one of these apostles 
dilatme on the theme : 


In strict economic terms, the con- 
tribution of foreren aid is plarine 
enough and widespread enough for 


all to see. But T for one attach 
equal importance to the fact 
that the relationship of aid 
has wor for our country a 


number of valuable friends and a! 
lies all over the world, that. there 
aire a ereat many selfless workers 
in distant lands and institutions who 
continue to worry aboul our prob- 
lems and to Ishour hard for thety 
solutions, thal there are many dis- 
lincuished scholars and individusl 
citizens who are so thoroughly iden 
tified with the canse of Indian eco- 
nomic development that we should 






be privileged to count them as hone- 
rary citizeas of this ancient lane. 


(Italics supplied) 


This. truly ‘astounding statement, 
translated into vernacular, weuld read 
somewhat as follows: never mind what 
foreign ard has geltally contaibuted 
towards the country's progress, it has 
allowed us civil servanIs to pel ae- 
quainted with some charming people 
abroad—muybe with John Kenneth 
Galbraith, maybe with that protazo- 


nist of aystematic genocide in Vietnam, 
Walt Whitnan Rostow — and that 


should be enough justification for our 
continiing to big for aid from the 
Americans, 

These are people who, over the ages, 
have sold their country to the foreign- 
ers, atid their conscience has not both- 
ered them. Concrete gains for the 
nation they tend to weigh on the same 
their private predilections: 
this i§ not even romanticism, this is 
Irgason. It hardly matters to the 
country whether the business of foreign 
ald has provided the opportunity for 
itis or that civil servant to cultivate 
charming Mr X% or rivishing Miss Y, 
It hardiv matters even if Mr X or Miss 
Y comes TO Cxpress certain abstract 
syiipatiies for India. These. triviali- 
tics do not determine the fate of a 
nation; the latter is determined by 
such factdrs as whether self-sufficiency 
is being promoted, whether the pace of 
economic growth m bein quickened 
through the -adoplion of a certain 
poliey—or by the owing m of a cer 
tain The velevance of foreign 
assistance has io he judged by thus 
sinele criterion: does it further the 
social, political, economic goals of the 
nation, does it raise—or diminish— 
Our dignity ) 


scaie «as 


“ict. 


But these are sentiments alien lo 
OUr soliciting civil servants. Once 
more this vear, as soon as the hot 


season set in, they made a beeine 


for Washington: The <Aid-India 
Consortium met, and, prédictably, 


there was nioch expression of sympathy 
for India, Owe to our professional 
peligurs, there however little of 
actual pledging of aid. The _Amieri- 
cans, rauled and battered in Vietnam, 
rent by domestic strife, sliaken by a 


WilS 


3 





succession of financial 
scarcely anything to throw in ou 
cirection this year, The Asian Deye- 
lopment Bank has been turned down, 
gid the LS. Congress has also defer- 
rod: the question of replenishing the 
hinds of the Intemational Develop 
ment Association. India would thus 
be lucky to get even 200 million dol- 
lars for this year from the Consortiuni, 
Our heart-wringme civil servants. are 
im dunver of losing their profession, 
ichabod. But this is unlikely to 
chasten. them, 


crises. lave 


Doetor’s Dilemma 


Ii is stiil mot ‘clear whether 
Dr Triguna Sen, the man sur- 
prised by ‘being suddenly given the 
Union Edhiication Ministry, was: per- 
sonally associated with the recent per- 
emptory directive from the Central 
School Organisation virtualiy abolish- 
ing the English medium from 118 
Central schools. But his responsibility 
remains, These schools are mainly for 
the progeny af Union Government offi- 
Gals who are liable to be transferred 
from one State to another, irregpective 
of language, These are heavily subsi- 
dised, which means that the entire peo- 
ple of India pay for them. ‘Yet some 
gentlemen in the CSO appear to think 
thul these institutions exist only to pro- 
mote i particolar rewional language, 
namely Eling, which alsa means that 
they exist fo promote the mterests of 
those who have that language as their 
mother tongue 

if memory serves, Dr Sen once 
spoke of the need fer English. Prom- 
ply cams a sharp rebuke from a Guja- 
rafi named My Morarji Desai who not 
only believes in prohibition and Hindi 
but alsa happens to be the Deputy 
Prine Minister and Finance Minister 
of this country, Equally promptly Dr 
sen became an ardent advocate of 
Hindi and a militant enemy of Eng- 
lish. In spite of all the confusion Dr 
Sen has created in the field of educa- 
tion by his many, too many, 
speeches and policy declarations 
clarity certainly informs his to 
tally submissive attitude to 
Hindi; the CSO would not othenvise 


§ 
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have dared to issue its directive on the 
medium of education in schools run 
by the Centre for the benefit of some 
57,000 children coming from all the 
States of India. Most of them. prefer 
to be taught in English. 

It was once right to be offended that 
the people of India seemed forced to 
leam English to get anywhere. To the 
non-Hindi speaking people of India, 
who happen to be in a majority, if 
must be equally offensive that they 
should be compelled to i¢arn Hindi 
and, in effect, little besides. All three 
Prime Ministers of free India, all 
Hindi-speaking, showed, even if in: un- 
pleasant circumstances, some realisa- 
tion. of this incontrovertible fact and 
made various promises that Hindi 
would never be forced upon anyone 
who did not want it. Who is this CSO 
to veto all those promises; and whry 
should the Union Education Ministry 
tolerate this-sort of impertinence? Dr 
Sen owes it to himself to explain just 
where he stands, ‘The pressures from 
the Hindi militants are. well known 
If one cannot withstand them, one can 
at least withdraw and record atie’s 
protest. Or, is office. all ? 


Too Litttle Too Much 


It is pathetic how most parts of 
India swing between one sort of ecrucl 
weather and another, Punjab, Hima- 
chal Pradesh, Haryana, Rajasthan and 
Jammu and Kashnur are said to be 
in the grip of a water famine;. Durga 
pur in West Bengal is not doing much 
better: and there in Dibnigarh in Up- 
per Assam some 1,500 people have 
been rendered homeless by floods 
in the Brahmaputra. Time was 
when man was content to resign him- 
self to these “acts of God": even to- 
day, with all the conquests science 
have made over environment, man can 
hardly be said to he the master of 
nature. In-undeveloping India, which 
seems nearer the mark than “under: 
developed” or, “developing”, there are 
experts galore on just about every- 
thing. The performance of our geo- 
logists, meteorologists, soil experts and 
éven economists has an air of total 
unreality. Nothing seems related to 
actual Indian conditions. 


even and tnpredictable: 


There is no reason at all toy 
that the country as a Whole is a 
deficient in its water supply? 
view lias been expressed that 
uses about 4 tenth or Jess of the 
available. Rainfall is admitted 
river 
either in spate or dried up. Ie 
not true thay. man can do 
about these: phenomens, The B 
showed what could he done willl 
desert in Sind; the Sukkur Barro 
changed the face of the country 
Punjab the same lawauniel 
Government achieved much § 
by way of  inmigation sog 
even divided Punjab today 
surplus- in wheat, Free India 
spent crores of rupees On sci 
like the DVC and Bhakra 
and Nagarjunasagar There hig 
doubtedly been some benelits, acm 
lo the people in those region’ 
serious effort, however, has been# 
lo relate the cost to the resullg 
recipient at the end of a tuhew 
disrepair may have ever harshert 
lo say, 

Grandiose svhemes for flood 
trol and irrigation hive been mul 
inidis, mainly in imitation a 
TVA. It is the local needs, om 
small and inexpensive, which 
been neglected by politicians dam 
ing showpieces, and experts alll 
cagcr 
even the showpieces have been ng 
ted when political backing fora 
has been less than adequate—eg 
DVC, The real needs of the wt 
have never been looked into wi 
requisite earnestness and sing 
and floods and walter famines § 
Over them at will as though we 
had hydrolovists and sundry othe 
perts with charts and instrument} 
and drawing pencils of various ool 
The question is very rarcly asked 
witer was not conserved in Til 
mm area where a shortage was he 
ly foreseeable or why adequate ff 
age Was not organised in ay 
where a flood was by no mea 
[Orecastable We have lately 
some railway and other accident 
ctibed to. “human failure” Wo 


der whether “human” is the wor 
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to oblige them, The fact if 
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to tink 
actualh 
ly. ‘Th 
al indi 
he w atch 
edly 1 
Ts a 
{t is Un 
nothin ' HE question 
Brite who?” iscalready in the air here, 
with Ee AICC session which ended on 
rrace Diiewiy, wid particularly the purty s 
niry. Teal Elecuion Committee elections, 
,00-ordam well prove decisive for Mis 
h mcyeRiiailivs future. 
se (Now that the Syndicate has manag- 
oday @ ib vot is mon in all the-live yvacart 
ndia hw for which election was held on 
schem Ju oa it can be the ‘lirst step m -pel- 
2 Nagg fed of Mrs Gandhi. 
hive iin tussle was not between the 
3 uCCrUMeemmmliimaries” anc “progressives” as 
10S. wall Sdtnc out by eortam sections of 
yeen TITHE es Press here. It was purely 
result: Wl A look at the List of candi 
ihewelly Beonvored hy the rival factions 
sher (hit al uiough to convince anyone of 
E iuiility of pining hopes on such 
bet wus) divisions in the Congress, 
Syiwicate’s list was a heteroge- 
ow At leusi two of the candi- 
fie—Mr Bruhmananda Reddy and 
ae P) Mishra—were not known 
Meise tuvountes of the Syndicate. 
Mit wpoenrs now that Mr Reddy 
faite ip with the other Reddy— 
—who is the Syndicate boss 
Andhra, He also managed to 
PMn Guidhi's blessings, As for 
Wel. P. Mishra, be was also claiming 
io with i Gandhi's backing, 
siricetieey tie other group belong Mr 
Tihes Swe ‘ml Mr sian Mr S. N. Mishra 
h we TOW COlirse = the indomitable Mr 
ry other cl 0 Malaviva My Nanda‘s “pra- 
iment LOeee vies are loo well known to 
sue colOummemeinsericd. Mr Mishra, who was 
> askew i the first to demand the AICC 
in tinge jand the election of the EEC: 
 _ J ive up all hope of finding 
Was per <* = . are 
See ie) the: Committec. 
ay ta d “a i licl. if is Not necessary to search 
i 17 Ame hone fides of Mrs Gandhi's 
: meats Meeiiites reearding socialism. One 
lately Pinly to remember her own per 
accidents Mime: a few months ago, to shed 
We wi Wiens about Ker being a “pro- 
the wordeeie’ ft was she who sent Mr 
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A. SPECIAL 


Sir ugele For Power 


(SORRESPONDEN')) 


Nuoda to West Bengal to belp pave 
Lie: way Lor LHe LOppiinge Of Saye Asaiced 

anu: iff Process 4 
Own group im the ole 
Fier feck speeches, Ll 
Asia, parucuiany Jl 
AUSUAMIE, SHOU De um eye-Ooperler 1 
LGse WhO SUA GHOUSH LIUSIONS 2DOUL 
icy “(progtessive tureipo policy, 

As dor the allernulive Canuiuale i 
Prime Ministersmp, bwo—lylr MNLOTat |i 
Desai and Mr inavan—are berip 
nanied, Mr Desw, wo some MON 
avo seemed Lo haye reconciicd Dimsei 
Ww the posiion ol Deputy Prime 
Minister, Unrealened recently that he 
could sull be a loree, when he ict 
down Mirs Gandhy af the last moment 
by opposing her formula tor Assam 
reorganizauion, ‘This was possibly an 
overture to the Syndicate, which 1s 
sull hesitant about sponsemng Mer 
Chavan, Not to be daunted, the 
is busy sponsoring fis OW Case, 
thanks to the capital's renowned 
journalists. One: Engish daily, and a 
Leltist at that, has been boosting hes 
Image. for quite some time, 

it would be interesting to watch 
how Mrs Gandhi passes Ue test, He: 
aptitude for stheming which hud 
stood her in good stead all these years, 
may come to her rescue. When at 
the most critical moment of the reces- 
sion, she was about to collapse, ber 
‘friendship with the socialist cump” 
brought Mr Kosygin fushing to he 
help. Who will be her friend [rom 
abroad today? 


riviil. thei ine 
sek, Up) det 
MiB Ito. 
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Assam 

The Assam reorganization issue 
reached tts head again the momen! 
Mrs Gandhi arrived home [rom her 
foreign sojourn, While the hill people 
aré ii @ desperate mood, the Congress 
leaders here are anxious fo shelve the 
issue to provide breathing space for 
themselves lo manipulate in the Con- 
cress leadership tussle, The 


issue. 


mslead of being a nmicre geo-political 
problem confined ta: Assam only, has 
become a decisive factor in scttiing 
the: Central leadership «question. [f the 
hill leaders reach the breaking point 
and iaunch «a moverent that in all 
likelihood would create a law and 
omer problem, the event could be 
utilized by both Mrs Gandhi's oppe- 
nis aid supporters in accusing ¢ach 
Ollier. While Mrs Gandhi's lollowecrs 
would blame Mr Des the Assan 
Conertss for the delemoration, the 
latter would accuse Mrs Gandhi of 
belng soft to the hull leaders, The one 
in the Cabinet who has a lot to gam 
from such @ situation is Mr Chavan. 
Significantly enough, he has remained 
more or silent for some time on 
the reorganization qsestion, aithough 
the Issue comes direouly under his 
Ministry. With both the Assam Con 
Uress the hill eda he lias 
miainaged to cam reputation of 
being a “moderate” matter, No 
one has as yet had any chance of 
eliciting from rimt what. exactly he 
envisages as & solution of tle problem. 
His non-committal attitude js under- 
standable, Once the sithalion gets out 
of hand wand the hil! areas of Assam 
are reduced to another baltuefront 
like Navaland, there would be no need 
any more to plan palnstakingly now 
formulas or schemes. With the images 
of both Mrs Gandht atid horduners 
like Mr Morarji Desa tarmmished 
foy having mucked up the entire issue, 
Mr Chavan may have a clear field to 
project his awn self for the Prime 
Ministership. 


a4) viiel 
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the 
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Films 

Typical of Delhi journalism was the 
indifference. of the capital’s film 
criies to two remarkable Cuban 
films shown recently at the Cuban 
Embassy here, One ballet 
film, the choreoOgraphy based on an 
ancient Afro-Cuban mte—product of 
the fusion. of Afmcan and Christran 
beliefs. At one stage the film becomes 
4 spectacle of abstract colour shapes 
and rhythm—an experiment usually 
shunned by Soviet film directors In 
their handling of ballet compositions, 

The other film was on the life of a 
puerilli e@il—Minucla, who joined 


was d 
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Assam—I] 


The Old Game 


Arun KumMAR CHAKMA 


the revolutionary movement from a 
desire to avenge the murder of her 
mother and destruction of her home. 
The film shows her evolution from the 
mere desire lor revenge to a more 
solid’ view of life, enverging just belore 
she dies, The sense of restraint -and 


the ulmost meticulous shunning of (PHE goings-on Over the issue of 
the slightest propsganda make the Assam reorganisation have once 


ugain proved a hoax. As it emerges 
now, the whole affair seems to have 
developed the way the Centre and the 
Government of Assam wanted it, Or 
to) )6©put ©) «6©it 6m ©6another way, the 
right reactionaries have succeeded, in 
eeping with their tradition, in brush- 
ing this very important national issue 
out of consideration for the time be- 
ing, if not finally. 

We have no reason to be so naive 
as to believe that the Centre’s new for- 
mula Was nota piece of chicanery, lt 
was rather a conspiracy hatched by 
the Congress bosses al the Centre to 
deceive the hill Jeaders into accepting, 
ultimately, the Mehta Committee re- 
commendations, Obviously, the Cen- 
ire was very much anxious to see, if 
its latest uttitude is any indication, thut 
the Assam: Government did mot react 
favourably to the new formula which 
pretended to vest the hill leaders with 
powers to deal with law and order in 
the proposed sub-State of Khasi-Jain- 
tia and Garo Hills and to leave the 
onus of deciding the status of North 
Cachar and Mikir Hills with the people 
of these areas by a Simple majority 
vote. The way the Congress bosses 
reacted to this formula indicates that 
the Home Ministry evolved it not in 
consultation with the big bosses at the 
Centre but on its own, perhaps to pro- 
vide Mr Chaliha and hs. supporters at 
the Centre with another occasion {o 
harp on their favourite theme—ofl 
course now in a different fashion—that 
law and order is too important a matter 
to be left entirely to the hill people 
because “territorial integrity has to be 
preserved at all costs’. ‘They seem to 
ussert that even if the hill areas can 
be granted a federal status of the kind 
they suggest, the Mill people cannot be 
trusted. Mr Chaliha, for his part, did 
not only haggle over the terms brazen- 
ly in order to block the negotiations 
but also made repeated attempts to 


filin stand i sharp contrast with the 
usnal films on similar topics in the 
Soviet Union or China, Politicaily also 
it is a rebuttal of the frequent. allega- 
tions mide by some Communists 
that Cuba is obsessed with a desire 
for revenge only, 
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wreck any chance of the hill au) 
reaching an agreement, SS 
Mr Chaliha had spoken his ming Gent 
the reorganisation issue immcdiiiivers is 
after the disturbances that shook GE oly 
hati on the fast Republic Day, Bie Gong: 
said that the situation in Assamiiige Vu 
nai fayour any decision ota issuelpere cd: 
reorganisation, not even on tie Mie CC 
of the Mehta Committee recon peti 
dations. And what we heard hin th vest 
in New Delhi was just.an echo Gilignarics. 
Same thing. But his was not-@ Sint io 
voice; Messrs Desai, Patil and Ni S in | 







eri 
mye a: 
ah. torc 

are | 


guppa also jomed the chor, 
Mrs Indira Gandhi intermintenty§ 
ing her faint voice. Mr Chalila§ 
immensely aided by them to sustait 















urrogunce, mins | 
When Coovress bosses were saaiel wit!) 
pressunise the hill leaders to a tf no 
the Mechta Committee recommailliipnpic 
tions, Messrs Chatra Singh ‘Teron fants: 








J, 8B. Huagier, Mr Chaliha’s g beer 
més im his Cubinet, lost non 
time: in pressing forward i thos 
demands in compliance - 3H -c) 
dhe 


Mr Chaliha’s advice. They cortes 
that if the reorganisation issue wil 
be inplemented, on whatever ta 





; Ie; 
us 1 









the North Cachar and Mikir Bid th< 
wWherefrom they hail, must not by vy us 
ged either to the autonomous hill Ne 





Or to the plains, This attitude on 
past of his two Cabinet Ministers 
Mr Chaliha a chance to plead ¢ 
against the Mehta Committee red 
mendations, let alone the new for 
And the conclusion the Central 
of the Congress drew from all 
deliberations owas that, whg 
scheme was finally evolved, 
wishes of the Assam Governmoent) 
to be respected first, no matter 
the wishes of the hill people 
The hill leaders’ eagerness to sé 
issue without any further misgig 
on anybody's part must have been 
by the bosses at the Centre as 9 
of weakness, 



































Joint Game ne 
The bill leaders had so long belt 
ed that the leadership at the Teir 
Was not as much opposed to theiggiypres: 
mands as the Government of Asiilinic! 
But now they should be disillusigmyyivic! 
It is a game played by the Centre atic 
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2CCte Absa Government topether, Mr circumstances, the right opportunists Che maitl gevance of the full peo- 
hill seems to have impressed upon from amongst the hill people who have ple is that they are “donmiinated” by the 
mit) GENeecenue tht i] the reorzanisation already raised the ¢ry of "Khasi revi- plains people. But how? Over mat- 
nedinicenene is at Gl iinplemented it would valism’ (the like of which is yet to be ters which are of purely local imterest, 
wk Ga Houly méan staking the future of heard in other parts of the hills) atthe the autonomous distict councils have 
ray. See Goneiess a8 a party in the Brahbma- instigation of the right reactionaries, complete authority and no inlerlerence 
ssa Cie Walley, it Would also create a will create a situation in the hill areas from external sources is possible, 
issuc LKR daqgerouws situsuon there. simular to that now prevailing in the In the cultural sphere, Western influ- 
the bugiie Gontre has also a very Valley, which is what the Government ences predominate and Assamese 
\COMLNGTE mi record of keeping its faith wants. penetration is sowhere noticeable or 
lim argiieei vesied interests and right reac- even felt in the hills. As for employ 
ho of th fics. It has made no secret of its ment by the Government which is 
ot a lon fo regard the wishes of a mino- dssam—2Z the biggest employer, quite a number 
d Nijaliiy i ie Valley to the extent of | of posts are reserved for the hill peo- 
irs. WHiEmibering the aspirations of the hill yyy, _ ple and, in relation to they popula- 
ily Tan 8 phate, if necessary, by us- \ anted A New Approach hon, any Charge that they i being 
diba W Piers, Otherwise how could it deprived of their rightful share would 
sustain Hien tat the responsibility of main- HIREN PHUKAN not bear scrutiny. The number of 
Matin law and order could not be plainsmen exploiting economic Oppor- 
ce secon ien Wain the hill people? As though |) is clear that separation of the hill luntties offered by the hills is extremely 
to Acca wt in ‘tlte interest of the hill areas will strengthen the divisive limited. In the sphere of economic 
Ommentammee io maintain ‘law and order’, and sub-regional forces within what development, the revenue-delicit hills 
Teron aaRilislio amount of nonsense has so) «would remain of Assam and there is have fared weil, if not better than the 
iha's Chmenee Talked and written about the more than a fair chance that there plains. The figures collected by the 
lost | Mma intesrity of Assam, mostly will be further fragmentation of the Centrally appointed Pataskar Com- 
ard ’ those who dO not seem to know plains, The hill areas teo are unlikely Mission contradict the frequently heard 
ce 3. Wi ictly that means. to escape a similar fate and complaint that the hills have been neg- 
contendaaeane Vill people had always wanted a Hill State, in all probability, will lected in relation to the plains. 
soe Was Mam lenders to take a stiff attitude to- only be a prelude to district States. Domination is nevertheless a fact 
ever base thd machinations of the Centre Such atomization of a natural geogra~ im the political spheres The Chief 
fikir Hi pile Assit Goversment. Only a phical wnit can hardly benefit the Minister has been, and always will be 
nat be & mays before the hill leaders left country or serve the long-term inter- 4 plainsman under the present arrange 


us hill die Delhi for another round of ests of the people of the area itself; ment and his Cubinet colleagues will 
udé on DRS Wills the Goyernment of India, A solution other than separation Se mostly people from the plains, 
histers GUMee welon) had been questioned ata could perhaps be found if the hills This is enough to make the hill people 
plead mene by students who alleged tone down their obsession with the feel that things are being inyposed on 
tice recOleane present Jenders had been guil- federal plan-or-split idea and the them. that they do not have the final 
ew formull Pol putting off ‘direct action’ in the plains thew dislike of the concept of sav over anvhing. 

nntral Sut i hope Use they would be able lO Ving the hills what is their due— Under the present set-up which re- 
m all whe meio terms: with the parties con- a status of parity, lates representation lo the size of the 


whate Meds and that the hill leaders’ re- A migjor factor barring seilement 
lolved, Mite made the Centre think has been the tendency of the plains 
inmment Piey would nor mind ac- to view the problem as one of auto- 


populanon, the hills have fewer repre- 
sentatives in the lesislature than the 
plains, and hence in the Council of 


matter Wikeeeein the Mehta Committee recom- nomy, whereas the heart of the matte RY ' 

eonle ver Geli if certain minor conces- is the hill people's, or, more specifically Ministers.. The TOpicaswean ge aare 
to sctilodaamm Were granted, Now that they their clite’s, desire to wield political ®PP¢@! 8dequate in relation to popula. 
r misciviieeeme tiled to convince the Centre of power. This, in every way a legiti. [90 Mgures, but this ts one field where 
ve heen rm Meitimacy of their demands, the mate aspiration, is treated with deri. mathematics does not do away with 


ire aS a Sie eaders «will have to change sion in the plains. But it is this de. ‘™usgivings and the feeling of being 
Bee iit or quit, But it is doubtful sire which must be satisfied i! the hilly dominated and ruled over by external 
Oe fir ihe hill people will vain from and the plains are to be kept together. groups 


Sew leadership that may surface. Variation in the quantum of autonomy A solution célaining the State's in- 
‘Jong Delemeei be said with some reason that is no longer relevant. What is rele- ltegrity will require therefore a reorga- 
it the Cen Beepponents will profit in case the vant, and which the plains as also the nization which will result in the resha- 
| to their @ Sai) Ieadership is edged out of the Pataskar and the Mehts plans ignore, ping of the political power structure 


nt of Ass mat; they then would be able to is the extent to which political power in the region. This will necessitate 


disiilusion me the till people in their own cha- in the State can be shared equitably reorganization of the system of Assen: 
ie Centre # mnsic way. And, in the changed by the hills and the plains: bly representation and the mode of 
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fonmauon of the (ound! of Ministers 7 ails =F ——— A 
i oil Ay! Ministe: , ed into ful] play. (han Li) Ly ills Ru! weaning ‘ihe iy and Witting over a * ference 




































































































io enible the hill people to reach a if they recluse to give thought to such Muslim League to their side phen 
position whereby they can equitably a course, series of fragmentations of The Coniessere i F ~ rer 
shure portical power and political leas the north-eastern region appears in- old euard of the Pi sdesh @ “Sate 
Gership with: ‘the plains peaple evitahle [he process Of disintegra Whe planned ty ‘oin ae a Bat yy th 
. Such asap saat, May appear less ton may even Geal 4 crippling blow (Rete!) Gon ta oy ; Pact! 
acceptal ‘He to the plains people, whose to: the: gradually consolidating. societs ihération surtinolis tf alle a re 
Eonerous impiilses will have to be.call- of the Assamese. 7 : difisiire had paid oft well nthe Epo. 3 
cipal elections and, true Ste ted fitch con 

ae the leadership could nor real Amon 
temptation of this short cut to 7; tide: 

However, they ran into very fame active 

P i opposition from the Youth Cong meee? to 
ower By A ny Means wing By of th. 
Out of the 24 delegates who | gonacl: 
R AMT during ihe subjects committe) filly sier 

: Ucicgates’ méetings 21 opposadl peneanis 
HIE Slate Conference of the Pro» jargon: about ‘democracy democratic Sighine. ee 7 i as 
Cesh Coneress, which Took piace unity. the red hove TERR kKdaw | ES ir = | eerie “} ; ' | 7 : 
at Kottayam last month was 4 bie law an, | 5 Loh ail, + The leader of the Youth Cen Hident fr 
eee ae t month, was a big law and order ete. Mr John, who, incidentally. ent MOA 
Mir, judged by the huge numbers of Phe leaders, who revealed that they  weninst the nresent Pradesh Pred ——- 86’ 


naintion 


people if attravted and . Very ; : oy 
yee wed and the very were keen ‘on [for ng an alliance with during the Jast Organisational alee 
mM laridlo 


DHE demonstratio ti ag § iH 
if d ration (hal was staged at the Rebel Cangress and similar "de- introduced an alternative rail 


he ef ; y | 
“ ‘i 7 icy as a sl Agron pe erewrscaisc pn pare Uirough sot résolution which rippect ve we ; Bets tia 
the last six months that such rallies: do eile on Le Kata es Sa smth convenient USSILMPtiONs us the “yee Beles 
Hot necessaniy indicate the true siren- nt 5 P u 2 Sori : m1 some sort down Of kaw-and order” and ‘ca Ett Nia 

: vast positive acuon 0 OVEE: nist anarchy” etc. Mr- John's est) luly 


irtt bey 1 , —=hs a" -oe , — 
nol so rudimentary yet small Mains Fished with the unexpected victory Congress. regimes in the pas Smyplo) 
like the Museliy ean aa ata tf sig cae elections they were cilpert people had not benefited in the (ae Meas) 
CPI, were able to Geld os nhs ne a la probe the possbitty of another Jibe- and so they were disillusioned iying thea 
diring recent monte. r ‘wight eae yer rt Ape —_ ong they disappointed. The resolution leaiaa™ aneer: 
that such showe of strensth inci rs f alin e ng a ie aternutive for a new leadership tent ani fahon 

wt SEFC cicale posed was the formation of an anti: cadres who had enicred the Oang ped to 
Only the length of the purse and orga- Communist (Marxist) front under the fold after independence. This eDnoress i 


Liising ability Skee : ~ | a 
ES TS ee - leadership of the Congress with the  dircet slap in the face of sjegeeed Inte: 
laity Aer ee -Ongress had in non-Marxist pasties of -the United uard. Wie cise 
Kou iD dl oom “ae planters town of Front in tow. Those who opposed the off een 

ATOIVaIT) was chosen will is | Wits SardRiecens . <: oe poseu ¢ Ole 
) a he Conference came ta the con- resolution followed more of fese) Mien. Ye: 


TL ke etite : a 1 3 : 
ers Bens ne rentiony, ek clusion thal it would he dunye rous (0 line of attack. The: denuble- faced ae - Sut 
anges ann ites at niga rich ‘ec another liberation sruggie. The of woome non-Marxists to solute J neh aaaT) 
who have alw: Hy8 been generous to i ie Awe Oy ihe resolition as passed Marxists and the hush-hush o PEM Satie 
Congress and the Slee ea-caiiad the ee : eae made by the veleran sfamme of the Lop leadership a) ue ee em 
MOCTALIC parties, Funds far cee ree * a Ser held oul the hope ar jsolut ting Over disparate Clements ne rely on a Phe nel 
ress mela were provided By the air ee (Marxist) and win- basis of opportunism, were stroqecrs ty 
Pradesh Gisatenck Vice-Precide ais ae Une usta ne 9 her parties linder the condemned 14 he speakers, Yate | f the Cen 
‘ ice-Presigent, a fa- Congress banner Phe general anti. usual, the amendment whieh cum lership. 


gees =e sain is tne Wo collection Marxist trend shown by other parties the form of a resolution was evi fi Men 
ve among the people was made, have cNCOUraAe ecl Lhe Congress te reli drawn © future 
a are conterence wue Organised heavily on this new line of action. The FED GY: leone had anes | yan tha 
Vice: Pre ee a a planter _ Against this background, My Nija- lation. They were able a shawl Hey to 4 
ae radesly Con- lingappa’s speech announcing the Rebe] Congress that they were ai Perit! the 
= aa resettii dratied: by heold Congress. determin ation Fé fight arid “nenible to an alliance aril hat 7 3 UTS) 
auurd, who have been instrumental in w: atone -ssBcarm ~ SOURS the miutle-headed stand of tho you endea' 
tarnishing the Congress image in the ur . sei BARS For, one of the elements prevented them from fil pa havi 
Slate, as usual mouthed sanetacei ce, Rum, Satds, up: the: sleeve of the this plunge ballin 
NAeC! sanctimonious Pradesh Congress. leadership is the One very significant feature of (aver 
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in OVOT ae Pee was ihe emeruence Of (| | | te Thi: - 

‘ir ite =| 4 Ppiinemenon: 9 big section of ualcutta | lary 

(LS p apy inte » woth, militant and in TLuny Fes- 

adesh Cog litradical =m  ourlbok, ut CHARAN GUI'TA 

witli the See int iicir Opposition to the moth 

O start qin tietics of the Congress leader- GQ UDDENLY, verontocracy ‘is col- tude of hauteur; each litle thing is 
sible, Sughl elms come info the Congress and | lansing here, there, everywhere. made a matter of prestige; Options are 
Ml in the ee Deen Strains at the leash to The Rud) Dutschkes and Daniel Cahn nol kept open. Inevetably, therefore, 


' i i | : i a j wal * : Li : . _ £ 
not resyapl mi hie delegates the majorly over the world: even m the USA. it is major capitulation, lack of race 


cycen 
muchine, but Euvene Me- when the students win thet pont 
Carthy’s wild and enthusiastic young much aval! is ereated. 

followers who continie to ride high The Jesson of France should not 
How the turmoil in France will end is just remain a lesson for France alone. 


Cut To mg Se wider 35 gears. They took keen not so much Bobby Kennedy's well- dominates the environment: 
tla very Game uae interest in the proceedings,  |ubricated 
Out Conmmled ® be overawed by the past 

ol the old guard, were Wyorouch- 
I< who spueemocinstic §«oin this respect and 


DEM bee My pimilicd = their importance in still difficult to foretell. But whatever In dealing with the young, it is neces- 
opposed Bingunncition by organising the rally the culmination—whetler there is a ‘Ty © disabuse oneself of the im- 


ile iq there were forward-looking plowdy civil war or capitulatien by pression that one is. dealing with un- 
. elite among this youth was amply Papa de Gaulle—it will never be guile reasonableness. More often than nat, 
uh Conggmmmmet fom # resolution tabled by the same, And there are several les- one is in fact dealing with the refrac- 


lly, corntes 1M. A. Jatin: the Youth Coneress song for each of us from the cataclvs- ons of new reality. By their decla- 
Bh Presidl ein a. Witch walled for urgent ye events happening m Murope. From mauons und prannerisms, the youth 
nal clectaeeein «tO conipel the contractors now on, it simply will net.do tw shrug are-allowing us a preview of the world 
ive cli WP dnndlords fo keep a register Of shoulders and address expletives to- a5 If would be ten or fifteen yeurs 
shreds sa a, Istour employed by them. ward the direction of ‘wayward’ stu- from today. What is much more, 
4 the “bo bees nnich beyond the demands dents. There is a strong family re- they have the one overriding viriue 
1d “Conme ie Maris pirty self, since this semblance here: the chain of events Which we all Tack: they dare to dure. 
i's res dabour' js thoroughly unerga~ jm Paris, West Berlin. Frankfurt. They afe impatient, yes: yet it is a 


during Bel und pags at the mercy of Roy London on the one hand. and positive ‘social attribute. for out of 
he past ie lovers. The KPCC leadership Prague and Warsaw on the other (‘their impatience creativily may. still 
in the [equmgee HMTEaRy and hedged the issue by reminds one very much of ofr own break through, as it is breaking 
swned. uy ! a Mie that the Contre Is considering eager, turbulent, furious students. from through at present in France EE this 
lon plea eerever Finally, this wnofficial phe Presidency College and elsewhere. crealuvity t§ sought to be stifled and 
NT) ama el Wits withdrawn. ut i Rarricndes, patice lorutiality. intense responses On Ihe part Of the old vr sed. 
© Longe few rally opinion and split the camaraderie. determination not tc) dads become responses of the aenowe 


Tis weiey Rie Mo two distinct camps of allow fascism and authoritarianism to prepre, insurrection remains the only 

f the af eau interests andl radicals. pass. The breakdown of communica- ollernutive. General de Gaulle fs 
: .4 ieeuer (cops clearly revealed thal tion between the entrenched old and ‘learning this lesson to his own cost— 

the offic oo. leidership of the KPC the boisterous youre is almost tolal, 45 least one hopes he Is How much 

ir less HMMM ie conference was.at.a as much in America and Europe as One wishes the message would also 

Aced tagh about any alternative leadership here: There is too mitch of vuloar percolate elsewhere. 

isolate tl ren Cun fake over Key posts Gf the eal to enforce wooden rules. too many 

heist ia Old panlinsin To this extent the con- eynical responses to the expression of * 

up i aa _ ded in a stalemate renuine needs by the students: too It i tine, the mes sage of France af 

ly. On ‘ff Serene result was that the KPCC such superciliotsness in seeing to it least percolated into the 7 eft establish- 


: stronpll Be testir mitaged to win the favour thar however erotesque mitht be their ment. The Fretich Communist Party. 
| Ye, ae Centre and the Kerala Congress denyands, the young people are sti] anc its trade union wing. the CGT 


Cine i Sxichip And Mr. Panampally Go- piven at least a respecthiil bearing, have made fools of themselves, and 
vos Wie Y Menon m his speech drew op The assumption on which the estab- Pravila ig only committing 4 biower 

P ane line a} action when he indi- lishmentwalas proceed is that any folly by rushing in to defend Mon 
l¢ consi me that the Congress would be counterpnsing of questions on the part siers Waldeck Rochet and Seeuv. 
show {hammmenes WIN Over any force in order of the brats is evil; evil. the text-book If Marxism means anything. 
ete «pie ee Me State of the epidemic of says, has to be put down The wages it is that those who do nat dare Te 
that oniemmmeunaiicny, Me clearly hinted that it of this folly ‘have been demonstrated dure will be overtaken by history. and 
YOUTOOE Shs 1h the local Congress several times over in recent years in this goes for a Communist Party ton, 


Likingematimve the unstinted support of (this very city itself Confronted by The official) Communist 


mM Frouns in 
balktodin hoy ss well as the Cen- the students. the authorities first trv France WETC overto ken Fro 
of {hem Government 


3 fo Prazen ioout, by adopting an atti- tHe Left: by Jast weekend it 
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that even the CGT 
runk and file——usually a mest discip 
linc¢d jJot—were rejecting Monsieur 
SEguy and coalesame with the “udven- 
tists’. This is a trend which 
developing about everywhere It 
could hardly be otherwise: if the offi- 
cial Left is reluctant to leath the fol- 
lowing 16 bound tm move elsewhere in 
search Of a more radical leadership. 
But in case it t& a advanced case of 
atrophy. pressure from below only suc- 
ceeds in making Ube leadership still 
more conservative, As the Commu- 
nists in France are still the officially 
recognised opposition, they ‘can. use 
ims vantage position to negotiate with 
the ruling class. This is precisely 
what they are doing, It is a sad fate 
lor & Communist Party to be reduced 
to. This is the sort of fate which 
might overtake several other 
Communist parties, unless they can 
lind sone means to fight all, creeping 
emboureeoisment. 


became obvious 


Wos 


also 


re rr 
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Fle laughs best whe laughs: last of 
wil, In retrospect, one realises how 
fur-sceing the leaders of China were, 
After thy developments in Europe and 
the USA, there will be no more snig- 
mrs ubouf the alleged anarchy of 
China's Cullural Revolution. ‘There 
wil be mo sjiore talk of China's stu. 
ent rabble either. Instead of being 
swamped. by the erratic pressure of 
events, Mao Tse-tune decided ty! take 
uff the licdl himself, and allow the reveo- 
lution ta work from below. The mass 
was invited to tike charge of the super- 
structure, There has been turmoil in 
China, but it has heen a planned wor 
mou; thitgs have happened aecordineg 
fo 4 pattern. And that things 
have simmered down, there is much 


TOW 


more of commition between the older 


umd the younger Penerahon, apart trom 
the fact Unat the entire Conmiumist 
movement itsell kas hath some sort of 
4 spre cleaning, Under all circitms- 
tunces, if if a difficult éxercise—to 
sinhecit the Old ace brings in 
IS lrain wn epormous ego. Old people 
do not know how to abdicate grace- 
fully, just as older soldiers do not 
know how to fade away with dignity 
There i 9 natural urge in, them to 


old, 


SIP. 
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eling on lo what. they possess. 
have an apprehension—perhaps legi- 
tumate, perhaps not—thalt what is 
going to supplant their own system 
and ideas ts necessarily inferior, and 
therefore has to be resisted. China's 
experiment has: shown that this con 
lrontation between the penerations 
can be fitted into the ngours of revo- 
lutionary discipline,“and none of the 
basic objectives. of the niovement gets 
diminished in the process. It needed 
tremendous courage ta dismantle deli- 
berattly a frozen mould, but Mao did 
nol baulk; he could see that the only 
way to save the movenient and res- 
lore iL to -purily was to let the young 
ones take charge, on official spenser- 
He dared to dare. Which is 
why he has now inherited the world’s 
voung. 


They 


# x 

Compare the great adulation which 
the very incantation of Mao-Tse-ting’s 
name brings forth among the young 
people elsewhere with the: pettymind 
edness exhibited in this country, A 
stray poster praising the thoughts of 
Mao scandalises our good citizens, and 
the question hour in Parliament tever- 
berates to shrieks of righteous jndig- 
nation, We dare nol to know, dare 
not to learn: we Jove to be ensconced 
in Our ignorance, to shot out the rest 
Of the world to wallow in the thoughts 
of the Holy Cow. Much more than 
anywhere else, it is: this country which 
needs a cultural revolution—to sweep 
oul the illiteracies, the banalities. 
the hypocrisies. This will however 
Hol he allowed to happen; class insti- 
nels will warn everybody that there is 
no. safety beyond the roots of reaction, 
We will stay where we are, spending 
Ks, 1100 crores annually on « phan- 
tam known as defence, gener- 
lly making fools of ourselves 
in international relations, and, 
within the country, allowing 
the corrupt ones to take over the 
sources of power. Even our clinical 
admiration for the happenings in 
France has a certain phantom quality: 
India, is not France, Caleutta is. not 
Paris, the students around here will 
never quile unite under a single ban- 
ner, the workers will dare not flout 


the injunction of the leaders, andy 
clinch all, barring the irrelevanciey 
a Kerala or a West Bengal. the 

tion will be hardly such as: would 
voke the insurrecbonary spirits of 
entire nation. Our masses willl 
inps prefer to be led by Sh He 
Madhok and Sin Bal Thakerey) 


¥ % 


Last week, Lb found ovysell in Cbg 
lor «few hours, and disco 
myself in strange company. It wai 
Setlord Hotel, and a vroup oft 
nessmen, thea spas greatly ld 
were efntertaming one another. # 
Of them owned rubber or coffee 
tauions, some were in the rice uy 
others have mude their pile by 
exporting lemon grass OL im pom 
copra. There was gice in their hig 
there are only two good 
in Kerala Cabinet, they put mio 
M_N: Govindan Nair and TJ 
Thomas, But they are Communal 
protested, “OL course they are 
it is only the Marxists who. ave @ 
munists Nair and Thomas are 
like us. And they are. fighiing! 
battle from ingide’, Toasts 


drunk. 
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Hinan 
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ait 
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1 irelevancies 
Bengal, the wii 
itch os would | 
atv Spirits Off 
will 


On Marx 


VEN rTtre 


MBSSeS wi 


hy Shri Bg 
Mhakerey, Her analysis of the history of 
iil society Marx and Engels 


ef two kinds of revolution in 
lmes—the bourgeois-demo 


















mysell in Codi 


And cisioy Srvoution and the proletarian 
puny. It wes ie fevolotion. ‘The first is 


a group of tg tie Dourgeoisic against feuda- 
> ercauly LEBEMS second by the working class 
an0ther, SUM capitalism. In this. analysis 
Or coffee PiMMGinders of scientific socialism 
the rice (early influenced by Western 
t pile by eit Peat History, particularly by the 
ier Eneland and France. By 
in thei hay Hig they: wrote the Corpniunist 
P good Tien (1848) the bourgeois-de 
P PU Hic WHS yevolution had, in the main, 
anc TR empieied in both the countries 
Communistiiie quioye of the Manifesto con- 
hey arc ii iy twhieved in the socialist revolo- 
WHO are Bie next stage in homan his- 
OMS 3th Bein and Rrance seemed, 
= Nena GT io have been the only cotn- 
Toasts |; Salere the bourgeoisie carried 
in the min, the tasks assigned to 
poy lislery and brought about the 
| oh the bourgeois-democratie re- 
on veanst the old feudal social 
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De Pars Commune of 1871 seemed 
Tole the original Marxist schema 
Mit f eonstituted the: first serious 
Met by ihe proletarint of a capita- 
Giiiiry to size: political power. 
mn however defeated. Boat even in 
Merent this great experience taught 
mine lessons to the proletariat. 
find Engels drew one particularly 
Mii lesson from this experience. 
Heh so thet it constinuted an im- 
their earlier 


| 


Min development of 
in the Communist Manifesto, 
fe hinious second section of the 
wee Was, for obvious reasons, 
pewial abstract on the question o! 
meRure al political power by the 
Weg class in the proletarian revo- 
mo Alter the expericnce of the 
i Cimmune Mirx and Engels 
Muswed that “the proietanat can- 
mamplv Iny hold of the ready-made 
fi is old} state machinery and 
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wield it for ils own purposes.’ In 
other words, (he proletariat nis! have 
in smash the old stam machine whose 
essence les in the bureaucracy and the 
standing army. As ts kqlown, 
Lenin had to re-emphasize this vital 
aspect of Marxism im his fight against 
the nght-wine opportunists in the 
working class movement. 

As we pomted out. the Paris 


have heen in 


well 


Com: 
line 
model of 


mune seemed to 
with the Marxist 
socuil changes, But what about those 
cases where lrstory does not present 
itself so “methedically’ > What, if the 
bourgeoisie, for various reasons, is in 
capable of undertaking the struggle 
auainst feudalism and thereby shows 
its Invapacily to accomplish the task 
that history has assigned to it?) Such 
Indeed was the case with Genmany in 
the middle of the nineteenth century 
and the founders of scientific socialism 
: a two-fold answer to the prob- 
lem. First. they pointed out that the 
task of the proletariat in such a sitia- 
lion was to make @ jomt front with the 
bourgeoisie agatrist feudalism, “They 
(the Communists)”, says the Marni. 
leslo, “hoht with the bourgeoisie when- 
ever il acls in a revolutionary way. 
against the absolute monarchy, the 
feudal squirearchy, and the petty bour- 
In the second place, be- 
cause of the “advanced conditions of 
iuropéan civilization” it would nop be 
necessary for a country like Germany 
lo go through a long period of inter 
vil between the first and. the second 
revolutions. “The bourpeow -revolu- 
Lion . will be but the prelude te an 
immediately following proletarian’ re- 
volunan" This last pomt was: fur- 
ther elaborated by Marx and Engels 


lwo years later‘in their acldress to the 
Communist League, “While”, they 
Observed, “the democratic petty bour- 
geors wish to bring the revolution to 
a conchision as quickly as possible 

it ts our interest and our tusk to make 
the revolution permanent. until ail the 


or Jess possessing classes have 


onmna! 


itv 


wh acemee 
PeVisic: 


more 
been. forced out of their position of 


domimarce, until the preletanat has 
conquered state power’? It is also 


in such a situation that there arose the 
necessity of defintna the attitude of the 
proletariat fewards the peasantry. 

















Role of Peasants 

In the Communist Manilesta the te- 
ferences to the peasantry, it must be 
admitted, are not altogether compli- 
mentary. Its authors, however, soon 
modified them earher sland, perhaps 
because of the political events of 1648 
in Central Rurepe which showed that 
the proletarat alone could not wim a 
reveluion without the help of the 
peasantry. In their the 
Conmmuimst | BALCH, relerred lo above, 
they said that “just as the: democrats 
combine with the peasonts so must the 
combine with the rural prole- 
tarial | rust dein Lanoproletariat verhbin 
den}.°. Later in 4a to Engels 
()6.4.1856) Marx that “the 
whole thing in Germany will depend 
on the possibility of backing the pro- 
lelarnan some second 
edition of the Pessant’s War”." As a 


matter Of fact One of [he reasons why 


acdcdress to 


workers 


lette 


Wrole 


revolution ahY 


the Paris Commune came to enet was 
he isolation Of the proletariat from 
the rest af the population due mainly 
to its mability to forze an alliance with 
the peasantry, 

This vital lesson was. oot lost upon 
Lenin when the task of determining 
cOoprect revolutionary SITA Ley and tac- 
tics fell on his shoulders in the condi- 
a backward Russ. ‘Dhere 
the bourgeoisie was not interested in 


lions at 


carrying the bourgeois-cemocratic re 
volution to its logical conclusion and 
wanted to come fo Lerms wilh feuda- 
lism and its biggest representative, the 
Tsar In such circumstanves Leni, 
in a farneus pamphlet written in 1905/7 
stressed the necessity for the proleta- 
rint, in alliance with the peasantry, 
fo assume the leadership of the bour- 
geois revolution and the 
end. tt can perhaps be safely said 
that Lenin was the first Murxist to 
Hive understood the. full implications 
of the alliance between the proletariat 
und the peasantry in. the context of a 
revolution taking place in a country 
with a predominantly agrarian charac- 
ler, Ele clearly saw that in. such con- 
ditions the attempt by the proletariay 
lo win political power all by itself was 
doomed to failure inasmuch as Lys 
would automatically isolate 1 from the 
vast majority of the population, a part 


Cary it to 
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of which might even oO ‘aver to’ the 
HOUTPeGRIE. 

Lem also iunbibed 
from Mark atd) Eneels—the unintes 
ruptedness between the baurg¢corn-de- 
mocratic and the sOctalist revolutions. 
We haye already cited ‘the relevant 
passage from Mark and Engels. Lenin 
“brom the depwocratie re- 
volulion we shall. at . begin te 
bass to the socialist revolution. We 
shind for uninterrupted fevoliition, We 
shall not stop Iiall-way”, 

In the new epoch which 
capitalism entered towards the end of 
the last century and the beginning ot 
the present. Marxism stood in need of 
cre@tive development jn another yes- 
pect, Marxists have termed this new 
phase of capitalism ‘Imperialism’, 
which should be clearly distinguished 
from simple colonialism im the tradi 
onal sense of the term 
colonial empires: lone before imperia- 
isin, To the Marxists  fmperia- 
lism is a coniparalive iy modern plie 
homenon that has marked the IJste 
phase of capitalism. The most 
portant economic features that ¢he- 
ractérise imperialism: and distinewish 
it from early capitalism are monopoly 
capitalism based on advanced indus- 
trial techniques and the export of su; 
plus eapital 


unolher Jesson 


Wise wrote, 


Unce 


world 


There were 


'Til- 


imperialism 

Marx lived and wrote before cap 
itlism entered this phase and hence 
could not leave behind him a coniplete 
thears this new phenomenon. 
However, Marx by studying the basic 
contradictions i capitalism, 
could discern some of the mportani 
trends—specially those reluting to the 
concentration und centralisation of 
capital" —whith later changed it into 
monopary capitalisni. That capitalist 
countries, at a certain stage of thei 
development, require the export of 
cupital can, similarly, be diseerned in 
Marx's theory of ctisis—concering the 
réalisanion of surplus value 
in his discussion of the counterctenden- 
cies to the falling rate of profit in his 
principal theoretical work !9 Neverthe- 
less it remains true that the original 
Marxian model of capitalism was main- 
iV based on competitive, thai is, pre- 


on 


iMnhereryi 


clh wil iy 
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monopoly capitalism. Later Marxists 

purheutirly Engels, Kuutsky, Hilfer 
cing, Larxemburs—made further valu- 
byte Hate We 
here particularly refer Wy Engels” dis- 
cussions in [RO] with 


stiches ef new trencs 
nh connection 
his entique of the: Cierman Social De- 
mocratig Progranme!!'—and in 1895 
in his. brilliant, albert unfinished. stip- 
plement to the third volume of Pas 
Roapitagt? i left to 
Lemn ts coherent, 


however; 
WW ith il 


Wilh. 


CUMC Oil 


syslematic and complete theory of 
imperialism m his now classic work 
on the ‘Subjéet—lrpertalisin, tie 


Hivlest Stace of Canitallsam (1916) 
Alter describing the principal features 
of imperialism Lenin showed that in 
Uys lates capitalism, loses. its 
formes character and 
parasilic, It & moribund 
capitalism, capitalism in decay, But 
al the same Hme “Imperialism ts the 
eve of social revolution”, that ts 
(though decaying the systeny will nor 
tie of itself) It has fo be destroved 
through the proletanan revolution, A 
Very significant feature of imperialism, 
Lenin observed. is that it greatly 
centuates, ona world scale. the uneven 
economic and political development 
inherent in capitalism, An import- 
ant corollary follows from) this. The 
original Marxian schema of proletarian 
revolution first breakine out in advane 
ed capitalist countries no longer te- 
mains necessarily valid.  Tinperinlism. 
im fact, allows: advanced capitalism ¥ 
fresh lesse of life in i] double serce 
First, the tendency of the rate of profil 
to fall in the home country—owijne 
fo fighter organic composition of capi 
tal—ts cheeked by the export of cupital 
ley ‘colonies. and semi-colonies where 
capital ts scarce and labour plentiful 
anc -cneap. Secordiy, the workers—or 
at Teast those constituting their upper 
straliim—ait the metronolis cet 9 shire 
of the habe “superprofits’ earned by 
the owners of capital and thereby come 
lo have a stake tn maintainine the 


nhiase 
“progressive 


DeCOuTes 


t= 


ie 


varus qua. Srmultaneously. however. 
with this temporary stabilisation 0! 
the metropolitun system, there arises 


the possibility of revolutions breaking 
Out in the underdeveloped areas of 
world capitalism. of the imperialist lin- 
ks. that is, in those places where, on the 






chain being broken al its weak 
that is, in those places wheel 
Ore hand, tite working Clap ‘ith ' 
es are the most oppressed andy a Mistery “al 
other, imperialism is leas mh GbyeCts Of 
and i is-casiest for a revolunem Psion we So 
pand, From this it follows uit) ~bellba ples 
inuch as it is possible for the game MMlExast 
rah arid ts other oppressed anit counirics, 
break the imperialist front in oot ms 
Or Several places, victory of ih pire, ae 
letarian revolution 14 possible f of the Ng 
severdl counties or even in oieeeee HGN- Russ: 
country but not in all counties ; Oppressed : 
taneously ay aypeiily: acl 


In the eontext of the posi Ms vie 
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revolovons breaking out in the ae ctisnes tr 
_ . | i * ey eune 
and seou-colomes there arose Hae Cheapapeon ~ 
a ; '_—— = |'| j yrs 
ma CY al defining the role ‘al hue PAT Oral 


, | Tae 
ased nations in the proletirign ss iu? Ui imal 
from | 
























ion. Here also Lenin bro | : 
; . ‘ | r tok ’ 
grounds, Before Lenin. Man Metobe: 


touched upon this problem pul 4 an¢ 72 oul 
ly it connection with the [ris - . ad 3 
tion, In a letter to Engels [eee 


f669| he pointed out thal 
longer believed that the rill 


REF! 
wees tot 
2A72 of th 
prsfv?. 

SUT ae 
IV, 
Thiel. 


ascendancy in Eneland woulkl si 
Irish question. Rather “ie 16 
direct, absolute interes: oy thee 
working class to get rid of siti 
rem ocomrtenion with tre land 
another letter to tww Ollicr- Irie 
4, 1870] Marx added’ thar “ihe 
sive blow [der entscheidend) ™ 
against the ruling closses in Ei 
cannol be delivered in Exwlal 
lrélune” Hioweveg 
hatonal and cdlonral question dj 
assume major importance hein 
se Of imperialism and. in the 
working class movement off th 
Lenin alone seemed to have ff 
grasp ef the situation. He em 
ed that the surest-allies of the aH 
nat of the metropolitan countiel 
the people of the colonies ant 
colonies because both of them Wy 
some enenues—ihe ine 
hourgeosi¢. The fiebt for 
independence waged by colonised 
ple cireetly contributes to the g 

we 
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the revolutionary onslaught af) 
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its Weaken 
a= Where I 


wecliss avid 


ry fnslirayht of hundreds ol 
meat men Who hitherty remymed 
Hist atidl were qierely revar- 
Bete Wieels of history") At Lenin's 
deettion the Second Congress of the 
mii Intermtion! amended the 
a Maraist slovun “Proletarians 
Peoniiries, inte” to read “Pro- 
ite ol ul) countries and oppressed 
Sune in the $= particular 
ihe prerovOlutionary Russia 
jon-Rissan nutionalities were 
mipressed by ‘[surist imperialism. 
Ponty advocated that in order 
fin ite Vickiry against its own 
here the Russian proletarial 
bien the cnuse at the op 
Saenmnonaliies ever ta the e€x- 
ee yipperting their demand jor 
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Blt the subsequent events fully 
mee We conclusions drawn by 
Pim tits study of imperialism. 

(To be conturued ) 
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Th ce Press 


A Damsel In Distress ?¢ 
COMMENTATOR 


SUDDENLY the air was thick fist 
week with reports of 4 crisis in 

the Union Cabinet 
the Prime Minister 
had onee Hiain 
lime on the question of Assam reorza- 
showdown may he 
éxpected on Prome Minister's re- 
urn trom Mrs Gandln and 
Mir Desai setin to have entered into a 


It was said 
and her deputy 


i ' . as _ 
Patled i aBZTece this 


nisubon—and 
thie 
abroad, 


compact to [eld elernally, and there 
is no reason why the upshot should be 
different this time, Both af them muy 
comtinue after making the murky, poli- 
ics of the Congress party a little mur 
kier, But there were certain peeuiun 
ties'in the manner in which the reports 
were gainitig curreticy that imtrigued 
the common Whatever differ- 
ences there may be in the Union Cab 
net over the proposed scheme of re- 
have 


render 


organisation of Assam they must 
he mre {he Mirmste! s 
There TEs enourl mae 


arisen Prime 
depariure. 
lion that everything was not going well 
Wilh the scheme when the announce. 
ment of the Government 8 decision was 
not made on the appointed day and 
was postponed till the Prime Minister's 
return 

The perquisitewallas among Delli 
reporters could have failed to 
narice Sanie uf ave 
claimed that they did not. Normally, 
they would have spun @ story rownd 1 
complete with details of what vicious 
fate awaits the country i one or the 
Giber quits the Cabinet sul the’ 
refrained. kn spite of the lreq@uency 
of Gandhi-Desai clashes over what Is 
good for the country in which a pot 
of Mo peturn is: reached every ime wid 


ney 


this. them 


then the muracie liappens, a rift be- 
tween the Pome Minister «atid the 
Deputy Prime Minister has not yet 
ceased to be news. Ht can make a 


lead story, especially in the ‘silly sea: 
son. Bui the correspondents who Knew 
all about at preferred mot to break the 
news. When ‘the sell-imposed ceén- 
searship was lifted, the spread 
Ihrough personal colunms al special 


news 
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This day 


STEPS 


[nio tis Tenth ¥ ear 
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wav was mot paved wilh roves 


hurdles hal toe be crassed 
We did mo owitht courave dnd 


cid! fd revveratix Hil 


ind of course 


Wik the love and support ef the people 


And 
se ey a 


Yorwsed ity ane hundredilt PEVTrTHAaGRCE 


During yiany an adversary 


The Little Theatre Group 


Minerva Theatre 


correspondents in which trends, gossip 
und predilections of correspondents 
predominated. It was surprising that 
reports Of a séridus breach between 
iné two top men in the Governnient 
had not been found worthy of news 
paige. Another micresting point. was 
that the correspondents Had jn their 
individual wisdom decided to bréeuk 
Ihe ews almost sumultaneously on the 
eve of the Prime Minister's return. 
Noa paper seemed to be lowly tw publish 
Ine story On the reasonuble ground 
that if had already appeared in a rival 
paper: nor was there the customury 
atlempt on the part of a correspondent 
Whi had missed a good story to prove 
that Ins rival had gone wrong ar least 
partially, if not wholly, The dispateh- 
es tallied suspiciously in all essential 
delails. It seems some pecple in New 
Delt were Imterested in getting the 
story Circulated at this point of time, 
pbyiously for some one’s benefit. And 
the special correspondents had agreed 
to eat out of their hands. Otherwise, 
so many correspondents could nol 
have decided one fine week to dip their 
pens in the same ink. 

The first to come out with the re- 
port was K. Rangaswami of The 
Hindu, presumably because his column 
appears on Mondays. In his weekly 
column which appearech on May 27 
Rangaswami wrote that what inhibited 
Ihe Congress from bold and positive 
action was Lhe in-fighting that had been 
going On within the ranks of its Jead- 
ers all the time. Otherwise, the Iast- 
nunute postponement of the decision 
on the reorganisation of Assam cannot 
be explained, Initially the controver: 
sy was over the allotment of Jaw and 
order to the sub-State, and a compro- 
Mise Was evolved vesting the Gover- 
nNOr With the responsibility of maintain- 
ing law and order. but suddenly 
vehement opposition to the entire 
scheme of reorganisation was. Voiced. 
hear was expressed that if the Govern- 
ment of India yielded to the threat 
of violence held out by the hill leaders, 
similar auempts at blackmail might 
be made in other parts of the country 
as well. The Deputy Prime Minister 
and onc-or two other Ministers firmly 
urged this point of view. Mr Fakh- 
riuddin Ali Ahmed, who was till then 
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in support of the reorgunisution scheme 
of Assam. backed ont Jt is no doubt 
a delicate situation and must be tack- 
led carefully. Whether the problem 
wi be dealt with on ments or will 
be shelved to avoid 4 showdown at 
Wie personal level remains to be seer, 
If some leaders held strong views 
against lhe reerganisation Of the State, 
lheA One Must even expect resignations 
trom the Cabinet, It is believed that 
same leaders would mot mind proves 
king a crisis on an issue rather than 
quarrel on personal grounds. The sytu- 
ation will become clear when the Prime 
Minister returns. Meanwhile, dilly 
dallying in Delhi may weil drown the 
democratic leadership in the Hill dis- 
lriets and démiakosues with desperate 
demands will dominate i -a delicate 
aune On the border. 

lt was the turn of Je Sritesprarn to 
publish the story on May 28 The 
wiiter preferred a cautious approach 
and Wok the petenameé of “Chorus” . 
The paper, however, sought to create 
an impression thal a 2reat secret wus 
being revealed, though ta readers of 
one nuhonal paper wat least the story 
was twentyfour hours old, “Chorus™ 
suid af least two Ministers, Mr Morarii 
Desai and Mr Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, 
hath gone on record in Cabinet discus- 
SOAS as Opposing the Assam reorgani- 
sauionm scheme, If the scheme was 
pushed through despite his opposition, 
Mr Desai threaterted ta volte against 
lt in Parhament and Mr Almed had 
threatened not only to quit the Cabi- 
net but lo yom the Opposition. On 
lhe other hand Mrs Gindhi said she 
was equally determined to implement 
the scheme unchanged, At present, 
here appears little possibility of ia 
compromise; al aiy rate litle effort js 
Heing made to find one; The point 
i? the scheme to which Mr Desai 
Particularly objects is that low 
And order should not form part 
Of the subjects tminsferred to 
ihe proposed autonenious State to 
be formed by Hill Districts: Mr 
Ahmeds opposition is more funds 
mental, He fearsthat the treation of an 
uutonomens Fill State will mean the 
total dismemberment. of Assam, espe- 
cuilly because the Mikir Hills and 
North Cachar will also be given. the 





Option ta quit the bigecr 

Assam, He seems. not to i 

impressed by Mrs Gandhi's 

tat all thal was sought to bed 
on the Hill Districts was ai 
within Assam and not outsidell 
discussions al the two Cabinel™ 
held ‘before Mrs Gandhi {eff 
South-East Asia tour wer 
almost vituperative 

Were raised and warnings pive 
consequences if the scheme: 
ihraueh as it stood. Repercug 
the lobbies of Parliament beday 
ous enough for Mrs Gandhi 
a{ One stage of cancelling hed 
lour and see the recreanisations 
lhrouch to the end. But at i 
she decided to postpone furth® 
in the hope that tenpers wo 
olf and that the opposition wil 
sen in the few days she would 
According ta “Chorus”. the tau 
tron of Mr Desai i helievadl 


he ated: 


thit a compromise with him # 
ble if he is allowed to abstal 
voting in Parliament on the] 
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Tio come Out with the Story was 
iin Standard. In the issue of 
nf the paper Ranajit Roy 
Tmt ot the meeting of the Umon 

Repercypedll r hichd a few hours belore the 
iment becasil Minister's departure for ies 
“Weel tour Mr Fakhruddin Alt 
fm) Hireattyied to resign not merely 
reanisation t te Govemment bul also from 

But at thi ANTES anid catty On 3 campaign 
pone further ae ie TeOrganisation proposal if 
‘mpers would ageeptedl, Mr Morar} Desa 
position wore Ran Subhag Singh also bad 
he would bem em aAllitude against the 
us”. the Jateal ul, Int ihey took care not to 
is believed ti, There was a ime when Mr 
with him ial Mehta hed a speil over the 


i scheme 


rs Gandhi lo 
ncelling her § 











tT 10 AD Stay pyaiiiater. He: bas ae a 
<. 1 mone the few others 


fomtine to be wholly in the 
PMinisters camp. Lt must have 
Gihwck to Mrs Gandli that even 
Bilin Was critical of the proposal 
hi been placed before the Cabi- 
i ir Sitith’s atlempt was to rescue 
& RAILW | Prine Minister from her predica- 

Paid to prevent a“ final breach 
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TORS me her. and the Deputy Prime 
muitr by stressing the need for: a 
romive solution. The battle, now 

em ay? pension, will be joined again on 
PGundhi’s return, Roy writes that 

LECTRIGC AMEE problem ot Assam Hull Dm. 


Me politics al (he Centre has now 
VACHIN RD tum the consequences of which 
it yet be foreseen. Poday iVirs 


ART< Wa) holds office not because of het 
Innence in the party or support 

Mowe who control the party mach- 

arduh Reaqmeame is where she is because of 


ieee balance of forces. It ts 
Pthit the Assam issue is being ex- 
Wen fy her adversanes to. isolate 
paid pave the way for a change- 
many new leader, Tris prognosti- 
Mm appears far-fetched. But there 
# be truth im-reports that some of 
Pomamsalional leaders have chang: 
Meir Weas about Mr Desai and 
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will support him in case Of a fresh 
contest, At any rate, the Prime Minis- 
ter’s supporters have become alert and 
so fir as it lies with them they will 
try for an understanding with Mr 
Desai on the issue. 

Not to be Outdone by olneys, 
Hindustan Tomes served the story in 
4 Piece by its correspondent, M. K. 
Dhar, on May 30, Dhar said the riff 
between Mrs Gandhi and Mr Desai 
hid come into the open during discus- 
on <Assams reorganisation. 
Apart from his objection in principle 
to. a separate Hill Stute, Mr Desiai’s 
opposition to the proposal Was ifter- 
preted to mean that he was beginning 
lo accept the advice ol his Triends and 
followers bo take up an independent 
stand on cdértain issues to improve his 
ihe Home Minister's inserut- 
able sience over the merits of the re 
Organisation scheme he lumself had 
drafted may appear curtous, Bur i! 
is NOL diflicull to find an explanation: 
he has lately been trying lo retrace his 
Steps fearing criticism of the scheme 
from the party bosses, including Mr 
Nialingappa. Thos Mrs Gandhi her- 
soli will have to pull ber chestnuts out 
of the fire. Recent developments 
paint to signs of new power alignments 
and personal equations building up in 
the party leadership and a ‘sort of 
power vacuum developing atthe Cen- 
ire with the major groups in the ruling 
party pulling in different directions, 
The result of this developing vacuum ts 
thal the Cabinet is. whable to come 
lo grips with major problems. The 
syndicate therefore seems to think that 
ihe lime to steke has come. 

[t is clear that all these correspon- 
dents writing on different dates agree 
gn the natore of the “crisis” and the 
protagonists. There is also an un- 
mistakable. undercurrent of sympathy 
for the Prime Minister in the dispatch- 
es: It will be surprising, in the cir 
cumstances, t£ the very special corres 
pondenis have not been fed by the 
same grape-vine.. It scems the Prime 
Minister's P. R. men are an efficient 
lol and some of them must have be- 
come quile active in building up an 
image Of her as a damsel in distress 
for a purpose which is yet to unfold 
self, 
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Film Crisis : New Phase 


the other expropristors—the distribu- 
tors atid producers. Talk of self-regu- 
lation m the industry, cleverly planted 
by ‘the S; K. Patil Committee in their 


PRABODH KUMAR MAIYRA 


‘THE strike of cinema house work- 
ers iS three months old now. 
Their tenacity and dogeedness, their 
rofusul to kowiow to the owners nnd 
the unity that has been forged between 
the actors’ umon, tie teclimcians and 
creative wWolkers im various other 
helds und the ontimary ‘lmgoers are 
nnigue, mot Ouly in the realm of trade 
Lindism bul also in Our cultural ard 
intellectual movement, A stage [ns 
been reached when, ul seems, passing 
of resolutions is ‘not enough. The 
stusuon calls lor concerted action by 
wil those who have cone forward to 
still the onslaught on cultural life, 

Lhe decrion of 45 cinema house 
owners not to screen Hims with which 
three particular actors and three tech- 
nicialis connected becapse of 
their open association with the strikers 
and their honest attempt to apprise the 
Goverment of the tnwholesome 
éiect of the proposed increase in the 
price of tickels by ten pitise, shows a 
liscist proclivity. The oWner wetr 
dictuting terms for settlement by con- 
cealing facts from the authorities. In 
fact the inner working of the industry 
itself is deliberately kept so confused 
that even When a commission was 
probing Into it some years back, fears 
were expressed by a member that the 
wicks of the trade were not adequately 
evedied; he was reported to have 
wppended a separate note with a 
lank and lorihright assessment, 

[he six “offenders” anc -some 
oilhers fron) the yery beginnine came 
fa brass lacks in the Samity formed 
by the distributors. and producers. 
The first shot wus firert by the Prest- 
dent of the Actors’ Union, questioning 
the representative character of the 
body. The Samity was improvised, it 
seemetl clear, not no much to do some 
good to the industry but to extract 
concessions from the exhibitors and 
to put up a front to deal with the 
Government. It was an opportunistic 
whiwnce, bécuiise to the cldse observer 
it was apparent that basically the 
exhibitors, who dominate the scene, 


be a piece of sel-delusion. 
What JS regrettuble is the bebavious 


lip support tO tie cause ob the workers 


secms to be -an alien. idea among sec 
UONS mm Lie entertainment world, 

[here are renegades among the 
lechmi@ans loo, Clever manipulauon 
by the exploiters and the dubious 
utitinde of some of their Jeaders stand 
in the way of any ellective ligison with 
technictans in general. They fail w 
realise that by letting down the cause 
Of the employees mod by harbounng 
stogges they cut ai the root of ther 
OWN ‘existence. Things ara (takin 
shape im a clearly recognisabic 
fasiuon, Che situaion has unleashed a 
Whol range of possibilines whereby 
united action by the striking eniploy- 
ces, technicians, actors. directors and 
ihe Wade umon apparatus, coupled 
With the massive support of the crea- 
ive and intellectual workers and 
common people, will compel the arro- 
gant coployers to see the futility of 
thelr stupid stand. 

[he showhouse owners include 
sling former defectors in the politi- 
cul held. [he pressure brought to 
bear by them must not be allowed to 
be decisive. The exhibitors’ unilateral 
decision to open a dozen showhouses 
holds a threat, These are in localities 
notoriously prone o inflammable con- 
ditions on munor pretexts, It seems the 
move 3s calculated, The former detee- 
tors may have started thei political 
game im a previously untested area of 
operahon, 

This is. the time to evolve proper 
machinery to regulate the industry and 
protect it from the limitless greed of 
the monopolists,  Self-regulation is 
bunk. Taking over a few showhouses 
and leaving other areas untouched 
will be only tinkering with the pro- 
biem. Distributors are unlikely to play 
angel to the Government, So far per- 


ure 
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vl same directors who, while payme 


HG lellow directors, actor and. tech- 
moms, have recoiled under the pres- 
Sure of disnibutoarsy, Professional ethi¢es 


suasion by the State has figieely of 
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MAR Nandan, who pailiand “hs 
pleusure and does nog 

up with his means of livelile mifitersh 
which be works in a small! olfiaiiiinte. 5! 
a solo exhibition of his paintiiaiywith h 
week al the Birla Academy, Sigim hivate 
Avenue, Caleotta. Although Mims the 
imidtetr, he is not amateurish HAMTe 
tuakeni the trouble to learn thgepythm 
nique of his craft and one cane 
his interest in it is never flapei 
gencrally favours the formal agg 
but that is not to say that hi 
ure mechaneal. Most of ti 
warn and fresh. He handle 
colours with preater efficacy . 
does ols anid he had s nul 
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pastels that were quite engagimeaeeeey + 
cially considering the fact (geervies 
was the artist’s first exlibitiggmle flaw. 


paste! pce 
dreamy quality, 


“Landscape” ]aaaeaien 
“Ruins” was ie Allusit 


constructed oll, but, as is so ofan 
case with this over-played suljmaie: 11" 
trifle melodramatic, Ray b 

aaier “1 
Group of Five Bio ASH 


The Birla Academy alsa Beate OF Tt 
an exhibition by a proup ee Oce:) 
prising five painters. The parle Irest 
had one thing in common, pind ti 
was sincerity and being <apeboe © 
without being flashy. fe hurt ' 

Amony the participants, Mnlypresent | 


Chakravorty was selective ang i mom x 
to retain the essentials, requgiele het: 
the redundant. His canvases GREE OF | 


considered and built up with @ 
tion, “Composition” was ong 
canvas, 

GBenu Lahiri is simple and ui 
tatious, but her very simplicity 
usset, Tor, wihout any {0m 


Stn 


screeching notes, she mani Mv eke Tl 
convey her message. An instil huss} tov 
this is “At Work”. Bs, Borlit 
About ‘Shyanral Bose's ae mo 
there is absolutely no doubt, aia politics 
ma, |S 
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Although ive 
Autteurish. § 
O leurn the 


done can g 


fan Rote is on a soft and 
ie She holds the viewer's atten- 
Meath her quit msertiveness arid 
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mine ofc we liked most wits 
Pun” Wt wis sently modulated 
ialiANY composed. 
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le fact pagiemnvinding reading except for a 
exhibitigin®, showing «a momentary 
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is” wos: penwination when you talk of 
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Student Rebellion 













ey wre students, whether m a 
ial town of West Bengal or in 
Berlin, Prague or New York, 
e's Aime move? No doubt econo- 
ibt. and polltion and cultural reasons are 
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there; there is the impact of the 
thoughts of Mao Tse-tung and Gue- 
vara. But why is the first tremor of 
the upheavals recorded among the 
students? The reason perhaps ts that 
like peasants in underdeveloped coun- 
ties the students are the only stratum 
in soojely Which has nothing to lose 
but the sense of insignificance, Loss 
of a sense: Of signthicance Is the: result 
of the alienation of capitahst society 
—the result of the overall dehtmeani- 
zation OF values and soctal relations 
A student 
identification thinks himself insignii 
cant, powerless and helpless in the 
education factory whose prototype is 
the society itself, Mence the anger, 
ihe rebellion and the intellectual gueri- 
lla wartare In the waderdeveloped 
countries, the two most iniportant 
revolutionary forces are the peasantry 


and the students Coordination be- 
tween these rural and urban 
forces is Necessary, 
ARJUN BANDYOPADHYAY 
Narhati. 
Jadavpur 


Jadavpur University makes it vul- 
nefable to American influences to an 
extent that is not possible in Calcutta 
and other universities in this zone. 
How do these influences operate? 

There are several hobby clubs and-a 
centre of the World University Ser 
vice (WOS), whose mam fhinction ts 
io inject jimegortic chauvinism and 
Yankee culture mto the students. The 
clubs are virtually run by a university 
official, though «a fake election of a 
student secretary olso takes place 
every year, In the Debating Society 
the topics are so chosen as to avoid 
the main social contradictions of the 
day and to introduce Americanized 
snobbery and all sorts of fiippancy. A 
recent inter-university debate on 
“Lady Pankherst has destroyed 
womanhood” shows how perverted a 
debate can bel Also on the same dais 
an inter-university debate was held in 
the presence of the officials of the 
LLS. Embassy on ‘the the 
Ford Foundation in the educational 
sphere of India’ last vear whereas a 
debate “communism has contradicted 


tole of 


who is itt great need of 


its own theory by coming to power 
through the ballotbox™, proposed 
and suevested by the College of En- 
wnce©ring Technology Students Union, 
was postponed indefinitely on Mlinsy 
erounds, 

The WUS organised a fee “to help 
lie T.B. patients”, where quite a sum 
of money was spent (alcohol was 
there), lt is alleged thot the 
closing balance was Rs 9. The WUI5 
also organizes many social festivals 
like “Holi” ond “Rakhibandhan”. At 
these: functions students pet acquain- 
ted with groups of “American couples’ 
or some individuals who invite them 
to informa) discussions of a lw z ol 
Indian ant American policy, partici- 
larly the Vietnam war. One of the 
directors. of the Indo-American So 
ciely is the chairman of one of the 
hobby clubs another advisor is 
now undergome tram in the U.S.A. 

In recent weeks; one Dr Beach of 
an American university was permitted 
to citculale a form among students 
which raised objections from a sec- 
tion of the students, Some parts of 
the form What is your socio- 
economic: class . 

Consiérina only the students in 
your class, who ate your best friends? 
Please PRINT their names below . 

Considering only the students in 
your class, who are the persons you 
diy not Itke or like the least. Please 
PRINT their names below (All ans- 
wers will be kept confidential) 

Which political party Or group do 
you Tike . ; 

This could be un:atlempt to classify 
students and might be followed by dis- 
cronination and viclimpzation. 

A STUDENT 
Calcults 


and 


art: 


(senocide 


In your journal dated May 18 I 
react with profound interest Jean- 
Paul Sartre’s article on Genocide. 

Siurtre's style of writing is wonder- 
ful, and living as we do in a country 
where the academecims decry Mar- 
Xisma ih Outdated, Sartre's analysis of 
the reasons behind U.S. intervention 
in Vietnam is masterly, He points out 
that the strength of a united people can 
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withstand aggression by the most 
power! imperialist country. So. to- 
day ina war betweeti the metropolis 
and the colony it is not possible for 
the aggressimto defeat the ruled coun- 
try without destroying the entire civil 
population. ‘That is not possible for 
« country which has yested interests in 
the colony. Anierica has no such 
stake in Vietmam and so if is ‘out to 
kill the whole Vietnamese people so 
as to prevent the possibility of “com- 
MUNBE expansion”. 
A, K_ Rov 
Bankurn. 


United Trent 


To blazes with Mr Sukumar Paw! 
because he could not bring himsel! 
to praise one basking in the plory of 
being a theoretician. In putting the 
question to Mr -Probodh Ch. Dutta 
Mr Paul merely echoed the view of 
the supporters of the United Front 
Government in West Bengal, SulL. Mr. 
Paul should net have forgotten thal 
ihenified silence is Ue only answer lo 
the smear campaign launched against 
the Jeaders of the Marszist party. 

We are already in the swirl of revo- 
lution and only men in blinkers do not 
own up the incontrovertible fact that 
the tasks of the revolution are being 
accomplished: that they are being 
accomplished is seen beyond a wisp of 
doubt in the fact that the Marxist 
party, particularly ‘since the United 
Front Government was shoved out of 
the picture, has come out stronec: 
anc qualitatively more unted and has 
dlready won. over what belonged to ¢le- 
ments less reliable on the trade union 
front. And that ts exactly what sends 
cold shivers down the spines of the 
dichard reactionaries, 

However, what we crave for in your 
esteemed weekly ure less revolution. 
ary parrot-cries, less snap evaluations 
bordering on pontification, ond more 
objective. depiction of reality as well 
as-an analytical diagnosis of the: causcs 
leading to the Indian communist 
movement being ham-handed ancl 
positive sugvestions as to how the 


limitations can be staved off. 
Tyort F Roy-CHovpeURY 
Dum Dum Cantonment. 
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Railways 


Never before has discontent among’ 
the stall heen more acute as now on 
Eustern Railway. If proper steps dre 
not taken to remove this discontent, 
the lives of many passengers will be 
in daneer owing to human fallares in- 
evilable under present: warking condi 
nons. TLowill not do, for instance, to 
issue cood chits ta the administration, 
asa daily tried to do under a piece 
entitied “Railways’ Problem of Ra- 
tionalization”. 

The cOrrespt mdent who wrote it 
Iried to boast the image of Asansol 
Division, dwelling on certain expeti- 
ments to check ticketless travellin, 
and all that. Buta correct and inmpar- 
tial ‘probe into staff discontent, ‘spe- 
cially in’ Asansol Division, will reveal 
how a high-handed Divisional Supe- 
rinténdent is treating the employees, 
In the name of economy people are 
being madé surplus and forced to do 
all ‘sorts of odd jobs. 

Agreed that ticketless travelling ts 
rampant over the Indian Railways, but 
one wonders what profection js given 
to the checking staff against physical 
assaulis by regional goonda elements 
duly protected by the political bie 
brother (Congress)? f[sn't it as 
much a problem of the Railways as it 
is for the State governments ? How 
mich help have the State tavernments 
willingly iver so far? 

When a checker trvine to haul tp 
persons travelling without tickets at 
Madhupur. in Asansol Division, iwas 
beine mercilessly beaten up by. goon. 
das, the Divisional Superintendent was 
sitting quietly in his coach at the same 
station, New experiments indeed! 

SOME RAILWAYMEN 
Calcutta, 


Vivekananda Roek 


it is strange that in a conntry where 
neonle die on the footpath and where 
death from starvation isa daily affnir 
We are voitizg to spend some Rs. 50 
lakhs for the Vivekananda Memorial 
Rock, This aniount cin be spent in 
installing pumps for irrigation in 3 
droucht affected ares. In the name of 





voluntary donation, the: stilt} 
oreanisations will be indired 
lo contribute, 


Your Religion? 


India, is a secular count 
Government is not supposed 
about the religion of any fi 
is intensely personal. But 
the: question of what te 
belongs toowhen be or she gy 
4 post? If 1 do write Mab 
instead of Hindu could it chi 
thing at all? 

Wonld you think that hil 
is Tecessary? If we simply 
selves Indians, would it nf 
hetptul 

KASHING 
Jinch 


German y 


I rendl the article “New 
Germany”, by Abdul Gay 
{1}. Foscism in post-war § 
can be overthrown only by 
working class movement, od 
and intellectinals: may at best! 


ihe role of feadership, ti 
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Whither they condemn Rus 


sionism or not does not mia 


they mist come into contac 


workers, make them elass-om 
Kevolutionaries in every counl 


concentrate on their mte 
lems, Theis sympothy for 
namese is all right, but the fi 


desperate and formation off 


organisations not backed by 
cin do Germany no good. 
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UNGER!!! 


India’s poverty is paradoxical. Hare, too many people toll to wrest a living from the earth, but the earth 
yields far foo tittle. Embarrassed by the richness of resources and the poverty of means ta explant them, 
India produces not enough feed to feed all of its poputation. 








_ Only large-scale mechanized farming coupled with intensive tural electrification can get the country perma- 
* nent aul 6f this rut. Rural electrification ona wide scale can bring power to our farmers and help thém 


drew wore food, and attain a new prosperity. 
GEC have been nlaying @ key role in making the country’s rural electrification programme @ success,. GEC's 
Vast reservoir of technical know-how and resources are directed to improve continually all GEC equipment 
that are essential to cope with the increasing problems o! power distribution and utilisation in rural areas, 
During these years, GEC have been called, many times, to participate in the vital nation-bullding projects iat 
are helping te change the face of rural India—projects that include the Bhakra Nangal and the Hirakud Dams. 
GEC have aiso played a leading role in successfully implementing the programme olf village elecwification. 
GEC heva supplied a large number of transformers, mofofs, switchegar and purnpsels: fo helo make the 
“Grow More Food’ campaign 4 success, 
In'all these developments one factor remains unchanged—the GEC quality. Installed at Incis’s farms, GEC 
quality products are helping to bring the country closer to agricultural salf-sufficiancy and farm prosperity. 
No wonder, they have become the most trusted weapons in the country's fight against hunae: 

) 


THE GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY OF INDIA PRIVATE LIMITED. 
CALCUTTA . PATNA . KANPUR . NEW DELHI. CHANDIGARH . JAIPUR . BOMBAY, 
AMMEDABAD NAGPUR . MADRAS . COIMBATORE . BANGALORE _ 
SECUNDERABAD . ERNAKULUM, 
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